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By Matt Ryan

      

After surveying the flood damage of Tropical Storm Irene this afternoon from a helicopter, Gov.
Peter Shumlin said every town in Vermont would be accessible by this evening. At the height of
the disaster washed away roads and broken bridges isolated more than a dozen towns.

  

Vermont Army National Guard flatbeds are delivering emergency supplies to towns devastated
by Tropical Storm Irene, while some of Vermont's elected officials, accompanied by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency administrator, fly overhead and survey the damage.

  

At 12:18 p.m., two Blackhawk helicopters departed the Vermont Air Guard base in South
Burlington with FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate, Shumlin, Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt. and
Rep. Peter Welch, D-Vt. among their passengers.

  

They took flight shortly after Fugate arrived at the base, with plans to touch down near high
schools in Ludlow, Wilmington and Brattleboro. Shumlin held news conference after the group
returned today at the base around 4 p.m.

  

Earlier in the day, FEMA officials oversaw the distribution of supplies at Camp Johnson in
Colchester. At about 7:30 a.m., Guard members in forklifts began unloading tractor trailers of
wooden pallets stacked with bottled water, food, cots, tarps, blankets, medical equipment and
other items. Guard members loaded the supplies onto their flatbed trucks.

  

FEMA had stockpiled the supplies before Irene, as a hurricane, hit the United States' coast, said
Colin Tillett, the agency's Deputy Staging Area Manager. Half of the trucks were filled with
bottled water, Tillett said.

  

The 30 tractor trailers carrying the supplies loaded up at Westover Air Reserve Base in
Chicopee, Mass. and began pulling into Camp Johnson at about 3 a.m. today. The aid is
headed to 20 Vermont towns: Cavendish, Grafton, Grandville, Halifax, Hancock, Ira, Killington,
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Marlboro, Mendon, Pittsfield, Plymouth, Rochester, Searsburg, Stockbridge, Strafford, Stratton,
Wilmington, Wardsboro, Woodford and Woodstock, said Mark Bosma, spokesman for Vermont
Emergency Management.

  

More helicopters are being called in from out of state to bring food to towns inaccessible by
land.

  

Vermont Emergency Management asked people in the selected towns to stay put and wait for
the aid to come to them.

  

FEMA also called on a team of 20 forestry workers from the Pennsylvania Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources to saw through downed trees. FEMA often deploys the
team to fight forest fires across the country, member Larry Bickels said. The team arrived in
Vermont at about 2 a.m., he said.

  

"Nobody knew that Vermont and New Hampshire would get pounded like this," he said. "It really
caught everybody by surprise."
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